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His Majeſties Meſlage to both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament, April 28. 164 2. 


Concerning His Refuſall to paſſe the Br L. I. 
for the MLIT IA. 


„E have with great deliberation and 

( Patience weighed and conſidered (it 
concerning Us much, to weigh the 
, conſequences of every Law befoze we 
paſle it) your Bill lately ſent to Us foꝛ 

the ſetling ol the Militia, and though it hath not 


been uluall to give any reaſon foꝛ Our refuſall to 


palle any Bill, (it being abſolutely in Our power 
to paſſe, oꝛ not palle any Act ſent unto uns by you, 
if we conceive it pꝛejudiciall to Our Selk, oz in⸗ 
convenient foꝛ Dur Subjects, foz whom Me are 
truſted, and muſt one day give an account) Pet in 
this buſmeſle of the Militia, which being milunder⸗ 
ſtood among Our good Subjects, hath been 
uſed as an Arguinent, as if we were not vigilant 
enough fo2 the Publike ſafetie: And left we 
ſhould be thought lelle conſtant in Dur Refolutt- 
ons, and this Bill to be the ſame we ſent unto 
you; We have thought fit to give von, and all the 
would particular ſatistaction why we cannot. 
ought not. mult not paſle this Bill, being the fir 
Publike Bill, to Our e we 8 2 
| . Tied 


3 

fuſed this Parliament; And therefore e mut 
complain, That having expꝛeſled Our ſelf ſo 
clearly and particularly to pou in this point, vou 
ſhould pꝛelle any thing upon US, which pou could 
not but foꝛeſee that Me muſt refuſe, except Me de- 
parted from thole Reſolutions, grounded upon ſo 
much reaſon, we had ſo earneſtly befoze acquaint⸗ 
ed you with, and againſt which vou have not given 
one Argument to ſatisfie our Judgement. 

Me are pleaſed that you have declined the un- 
warrantable courſe of pour Oꝛdinance (to the 
which we are confident Our good Subjects 
would never have peelded conſent) and choſen this 
onely right way of impoling on Our People, which 
we would have allowed but koꝛ the reaſon yerear 
ter mentioned. 

We refuſed to conſent to your O2dinance . a 
fo: other things , lo fo2 that the power was put in⸗ 
to the perions nominated therein by direction of 
both Youles of Parliament, excluding Us from 
any Power in the Diſpoſition. oz Execution of it 
together with ou. we then adviſed. you koꝛ ma⸗ 
ny reaſons that a Bill ſhould be pꝛepared, and al⸗ 
ter in Dur anſwer of the twentie ſixch of March laſt 
to the Petition of both Youles, me told you if 
lich a Bill ſhould be pzepared with that due re⸗ 
gard to dns, and care of Our people in the limita- 
tion of the Power and other Circumftances, We 
{ſhould 1ecede from nothing Wwe foꝛmerly expꝛeſled. 
What paſled (enough to have diſcouraged dis from 
being further Sollicitous in that Argument after 
Mur mul and gractous Anſwers, me are content 
to ſoꝛget. When we relolved of Dur Journey ti 
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to Ireland (ſo that by reaſon of Our abſence there 
might be no want of ſetling that Power , beſides 
complying with your Fears) Wwe ſent, together 
with a Mellage of that Our purpoſe, a Bill toꝛ the 
ſetling that Power foꝛ a pear, Hoping in that time 
to return to you, and being lure that in much lee 
time you might do the bulineſle foz which you 
ſeemed at firſt to defire this, which was, That you 
might ſecurely conſider. Our Mellage of the 20" 
of- January laſt, By that Bill me contented to thoſe 
names you pꝛopoſed in your O2dinance, and in the 
limitation ot the Power pꝛovided that Our 
Selt ſhould not be able to Execute any thing bat 
by your advice, and when we ſhould be out of | 
the Kingdom, the ſole Execution to be in you;with 
many other things of ſo arbitrary and uncircum⸗ 
ſcrived a Power, that e ſhould not have conſen:⸗ 
ed to, but with reference to the abſence of Our 
own Perſon out of the Kingdom, and thought it 
the mozs ſufferable, in reſpect the time was but foz 
a peer. Whether this be the Bill you have now 
ſent Us to paſle, let all the wogdd judge, i 

Vou have by this Bill now tendꝛed to Us, with⸗ 
out taking notice ot dis) put the Power of the 
whole Kingdom, The Life and Liberties of the 
Subjects of all degrees and qualities, into the 
hands of particular men foꝛ two yeers, Can pou 
imagine we will truſt luch an abſolute Power in 
the hands of particular perions, which me refu- 
ſed to commit to both Youſes of Parliament: 
Nay, is not the Power it ſelf too abſolute, too un⸗ 
limited to be committed into any pꝛivate hands? 
Path not Sir John 3 high Inſolencie thew- 
T1” A 3. ed 
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ed Us what we may expect from an exoꝛbitant 
Legall Power, when che, by a Power not war⸗ 
ranted by Law , dares venture upon a Treaſon- 
able diſobedience ? But Me would willingly know 
(and indeed ſuch an account in oꝛdinarp Civility 
Me might have expected) why Me are by this Act 
abſolutely excluded from any Power oz Authozity 
in the execution of this Militia, Sure pour Fears 
and Jealouſies are not of ſuch a nature, as are 
capable of no other remedy,then by leaving Us no 
Power in a point of the greateſt impoꝛtance, in 
which God and the Law hath trufted us ſolely; 
and which we were contented to ſhare with you 
by Dur Bill, by putting it and a greater into the 
hands of particular Subjects, What would all 
Chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces think of 23s , after We had paſ: 
led tuch a Bit: How would they value Our So⸗ 
veraignty 2 And yet ſure Dur Reputation with 
Foꝛraign Punces is ſome ground of pour ſecu- 
rity : Map, Me are contident, by that time you have 
thoꝛowly conſidered the poiltble conſequence of the 
Bill upon your ſelves, and the reſt of Pur good 
Subjects, vou and they will give Us thanks foz 
not conſenting to it, finding their condition (had 
it palled) not to have been lo pleaſing unto them. 
We hope this Animadverſion will be no bꝛeach of 
vour Pꝛiviledges in this thꝛong of Buſineſſe, and 
Diſtemper of Aﬀections : Tis pollible ſecond 
thoughts may preſent ſomewhat to your conlitera- 
tions which eſcaped you beioze, 
e palled this Parliament at pour entreaty a 
Bill concerning the Captives of Algiers, and wa- 
ved many Objections of Our own to the contrary, 


Upon 
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upon Inkoꝛmation that the Bulinelle Had been 
many Woneths conſidered by pou. Whether it 
pꝛove ſutable to your Intentions, oz whether you 
have not by ſome pꝛivate O2ders ſuſpended that 
Act of Parliament, upon view of thennſtakings, 
vou beſt know: As ithewile what other great Al- 
terations ou have made in other Bills pailed this 
Seſlions.. We cannot paſſe over the putting their 
names out of this Bill whom befoze you recom⸗ 
mended to Us. in pour Oꝛdinance, it teems not 
thinking fit to truſt thoſe: who would obey. no 
Guide but the Law ofthe Land (we imagine pou 
would not wiſh e ſhould in Our eſtimation of 
others follow that pour Rule) and the leaving 
out by ſpeciall pꝛoviſion the pꝛeſent Lozd Majoꝛ 
of London, ag a perſon in pour disfavour, where- 
as Wwe mult tell vou, His Demeanour hath been 
ſuch, that the City, and the whole Bingdom is 
beholding to him fo2 his Example. 

To conclude, Me do not finde Our Self poſſel⸗ 
led ot tuch an excelle ot Power, that it is fit to trant- 
ferre, oꝛ conſent it ſhould be in other perſons (as 
is directed by this Bill) and therefoze we ſhall 
relie upon that Ropall Right and Juriſdiction 
which God and the Law hath given Us, koꝛ the 
ſuppꝛeſling of Rebellion, and reſiſting Fozreign 
Invaſion, which hath preſerved this Bingdom in 
the time of all Our Anceſtours:, and which we 
doubt not, but we ſhall be able to Execute, And 
not moze foꝛ Pur own Yonour and Right, then 
fo2 the Liberty and Safety of Dur People, oe 
cannot conlent to palle this Bill. 


FINIS. 
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